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MISSION: A%

UNITED WAY OF WEST CENTRAL MINNESOTA

IS UNITING LOCAL
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WE WILL BUILD A STRONGER COMMUNITY
BY BEING THE GUIDING FORCE FOR HUMAN SERVICES.

WE WILL IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE
IN OUR COMMUNITIES THROUGH COLLABORATION WITH

NON-PROFIT AGENCIES, GOVERNMENT,
BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS.
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October 2010

United Way has had an incredible year expanding our outreach and
creating positive change in West Central Minnesota. We continue to
follow our mission to unite local communities to help improve lives.

United Way takes three approaches to accomplish our work. The first is
through the Community Investment Process which allows us to grant
program dollars to more than 54 partners. Next, we continue to operate
key community programs like Imagination Library, Volunteer Center, 2-1
-1, Gift in Kind, Growmobile and hosting community drives. Finally,
United Way finds community level solutions by joining regional
partners together to look at our most pressing issues.

United Way has accomplished a lot in the past year and we will continue
to reach as many people as possible. 2009-2010 presented economic
challenges for our organization. The board of directors and the United
Way staff plowed through those challenges and moved ahead starting
new initiatives like Litchfield’s Empower: Women United in Philanthropy
and our newest movement for young leaders called “ADVANCE”. These
initiatives have engaged new donors and volunteers along with
bringing a new found excitement to United Way across our region.

We are dedicated to our work and this region. We thank our donors and
volunteers for your support and truly LIVING UNITED. We are proud of
our accomplishments and detail them in this Annual Report.

We appreciate your contributions, time, talent and continued
commitment to our efforts.

It feels good to give,

Siths

Executive Director

Stacey Roberts
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LIVE UNITED
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My name is Steve Lykken.

Our family has been in Willmar since 2003, and | joined the United Way
board shortly after we settled in the community. West Central Minnesota is
a wonderful place to raise a family, and I’ve been astounded by the
kindness and generosity of this community during my time with United
Way.

I’'ve served 6 years with UWWCM including serving as the secretary and on
the marketing committee. I’'m proud to be a part of a company that is the
largest collective giver to the United Way — Jennie-O Turkey Store. I’ve seen
how the United Way lives up to its mission: Uniting local communities to
help improve lives. In my experience, nothing is more rewarding than the
opportunity to help those in need.

| LIVE UNITED by getting involved. Whether it’s on the board, helping with
the community review, or just wearing the T-SHIRT as a donor, every little
bit helps us improve lives and strengthen our community.

Hi, my name is Julie.

I am a past member of the United Way board of directors and current
United Way volunteer, donor and advocate. Before | became a board
member, | really had no idea what the United Way did. After being
involved in numerous special events like the “Taste of Kandiyohi”, the
“Duck Derby” and helping with annual campaign drives, | started to get
it. | started to understand how much United Way really does in our




